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N O T S U R E  H O W T O  W O R K A RO U N D  T H O S E  T R I C K Y S P O T S  I N  YO U R  H O M E ? 

E R I N  G AT E S ,  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N E R  A N D  A U T H O R  O F  

E L E M E N T S  O F  FA M I LY  S T Y L E ,  O F F E R S  H E R  E X P E RT  A D V I C E .

B y Ste p h a n i e  S i s c o 

Room Rx

I wan� �o pu� a 
sec�ional in ou� 
�amily �oom �o� 
ex��a sea�ing, bu� 
I’m no� su�e how �o 
posi�ion i� o� design 
a�ound i�. Help!
—Julie, homeowne� 

in Tampa, Flo�ida

4

BRE AK IT UP

If the sectional �oats in an 

open-concept space, set  

a console table against the 

exposed back. That will break 

up the expanse of upholstery 

and provide storage. TO BUY: 

Everett Foyer Table, $330; 

worldmarket.com.

3

PAIR OFF

Place two pillows in each 

corner of the sofa. For a 

corner sectional, you’ll use 

six pillows total. For a 

chaise-style option, you’ll 

use just four. TO BUY: 

Aegean Key Throw Pillow  

in Navy, $44; wayfair.com. 

2

DIVER SIF Y YOUR DECOR

When choosing additional 

seating, mix in a di�erent 

style to keep the room from 

feeling one-note. So if your 

sectional has simple lines, 

try chairs with tufting or a 

pattern. TO BUY: Keisha 

Wingback Chair, $499; 

birchlane.com. 

1 

G O WITH THE FLOW

Choose a right- or left-facing 

chaise based on the layout  

of the room. It should sit on 

the far side of the entrance  

to prevent it from interrupting 

the �ow of tra�c. TO BUY: 

Dryden 2-Piece Sectional  

with Nailheads, $2,899;  

crateandbarrel.com. 

Q:

 Submit your own design dilemmas 

to room.rx@realsimple.com.

I l l u s t ra t i o n  by  B a b e t h  La fo n
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2 8   R E A L  S I M P L E  A U G U S T  2 0 1 9

W H AT  W E  LO V E


